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Patch=clown :
"A crew of patches, rude mechanicals."                  ni. 2 9.
Aby=ipa,y for, suffer for :
"Lest, to thy peril, thou aby it dear."                ni. 2. 176."
Grammatical Differences.
The differences between the grammar of Shakespeare's English and of the English of the present day are due mainly to the following facts: (1) the process by which English has changed from a, highly inflected language to one with but few inflections, had not gone quite so far in Shakespeare's time as it has at present; (2) grammatical rules had not been fixed with their present rigidity, and constructions now considered ungrannnatical were at that time perfectly allowable, and used by the best writers, e.g. the use of the double superlative and double comparative ; (3) Shakespeare's plays represent spoken English, and an apparent grammatical error may, in reality, be duo to this fact and be intended to convey the abrupt transitions which occur in actual speech.
Thus in the passage :
" Those that Hobgoblin call you and sweet Puck, You do their bidding."                                n. 1. 40-1.
No predicate is supplied for those, and the construction is abruptly changed in the second line.                  *
Hence divergences in Shakespeare from the grammatical usages of the present time are to be accounted old-fashioned grammar and not necessarily grammatical errors.
Tour striking features of 'Shakespearian grammar are :
(1)  The frequent ellipses or omissions of part of .sentences. This is especially frequent in the case of the relative pronoun, as in the following examples:
*' This is he, my master said,
(Who) Despised the Athenian maid."       ir. 2. 72-3. " Wherefore speaks he tins
To her (whom) he hates? "                    m. 2. 227-S.
Another common ellipsis is the omission of the verb of motion, especially when an adverb or preposition implying motion in contained in the sentence, e.g. :
"Fairies, (come] away."                                   ir, I. 144.
" Thou shalt not (go) from this grove."              n, 1. 146.
" That I may (go) back to Athens by daylight."
in. 2. 433.
(2)  Shakespeare very frequently interchanges parts of npmih, ising a noun or an adjective as a verb, an adverb as a uouu or a